
CONFLICT IN 
CONTEXT

P H I L I P P I A N S  4 : 2 - 7



PHILIPPIANS 4:2-3

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to agree in the 

Lord. Yes, I also ask you, true partner, to help 

these women who have contended for the gospel 

at my side, along with Clement and the rest of my 

coworkers whose names are in the book of life. 



WHAT PAUL 
DIDN’T  SAY

“Let’s agree to disagree”

“Just sweep it under the rug.”

“Problems? What problems?”

“Maybe it’s best if one of you just left.”

“So much for those two crazy women.” 



S O … W H AT  A R E  W E  
S U P P O S E D  T O  D O ?  



REMEMBER THE COMMON GROUND

• “…whose names are in the book of life.” (Philippians 4:3)

• “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in me through their 

word. May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me. I have given them the 

glory you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. I am in them 

and you are in me, so that they may be made completely one, that the world 

may know you have sent me and have loved them as you have loved me. (John 

17:20-23)



FOCUS ON WHAT MATTERS

• “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” (4:4)

• If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of 

love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 

make my joy complete by thinking the same way, having the same 

love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. (Philippians 2:1-2)





LET YOUR ATTITUDE SHINE

• What attitude? “Let your graciousness be known to everyone.” 

• ἐπιεικὲς

– “In the context of how we treat others it means to be kind and gentle…

– “In relationships it is to be courteous and tolerant…

– “in legal situations it connotes leniency.” (Osborne)



CHECK THE TIME

• “The Lord is near.” 

– Do you have time for this fight? 



TALK TO GOD

• “Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”



1. Remember the 

common ground

2. Focus on what matters

3. Let your attitude shine

4. Check the time

5. Talk to God

The peace of God, 

which surpasses all 

understanding, will 

guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus



KEEP YOUR CONFLICTS IN CONTEXT



THE UNDERLYING CHALLENGE:
THE TONGUE

• Death and life are in its power (Prov 18:21)

• The tongue bears fruit (Prov 13:2, 18:20-21)

• We are either judged or acquitted by our speech (Matthew 12:36-37)

• The tongue has great power for good or evil (James 3)

• Each of the foundational gifts to the church – apostle, prophet, evangelist, 

pastor-teacher – involve speaking, resulting in unity and maturity. 

• By speaking the truth in love, we grow together (united!) into Christ. (Eph 

4.15)

• Because we are members of each other, we speak the truth to each other. (Eph 

4:25)





WE CAN’T IGNORE OUR DUTY: 
• Watch out for each other (Heb 10:22)

• Provoke to love (Heb 10:22)

• Provoke to good works (Heb 10:22)

• Encourage one another, to keep from being hardened in sin (Heb 3.13, 
10:22)

• Do not tolerate sin in our midst (1 Cor 5:7, Gal 6:1) 

• Do not cause your brother or sister to sin (1 Cor 8, Romans 12)

• Bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2)

• Teach and admonish through singing (Colossians 3:16)

• Use our diverse spiritual gifts (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12)

• Go to a brother if he has something against you (Matthew 5:23-24)



M A K I N G  I T  
P R A C T I C A L  



COMMON GROUND
• What is my relationship with this person?

• What is the nature of the conflict?

– An apparent violation of God’s law?

– An issue of wisdom?

– A genuine stumbling block? 

• Is this centered on our shared relationship with Christ? 

• Do I trust the one approaching me? Examine Scriptures, my heart

• True humility will listen to my brother – because this is how I grow!



FOCUS ON WHAT MATTERS
(REJOICE IN THE LORD)

• How has this person been a blessing?

• How can God use this process to make his church 

stronger? 

• What do we agree on? 

• If you need to let it go, rejoice in that!



LET YOUR ATTITUDE SHINE

• Have I examined my motives?

• Have I examined my assumptions

• Have I considered my wording, timing, and location?

• Ask real, sincere, honest questions.  



CHECK THE TIME 
(THE LORD IS NEAR)

• What will this look like in light of eternity? 

• It is never the right time to sweep something under the rug



TALK TO GOD

• Don’t worry, don’t be frantic. 

• Don’t complain about things to other people

• Don’t hesitate to say, “Can I get back to you?” 



EXCEPTIONS

There are times to get help from others

There are times to call out sin

There are times to leave a church or 
discipline a brother

There are times when someone abuses 
their role

There are times when a brother won’t 
listen



B U T… W E  M U S T  A S S U M E  
C O M M O N  G R O U N D  W I T H  

T H O S E  W H O  C L A I M  
C H R I S T





How do we 
answer the 
question?

“When you bug me, or I bug 

you, how do we fix it?”
“May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe you sent me. I have given them the glory you 

have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. 

I am in them and you are in me, so that they may be 

made completely one, that the world may know you 

have sent me and have loved them as you have loved me. 


