
If I come to you speaking 
in other tongues, how 

will I benefit you unless I 
speak to you with a 

revelation or knowledge 
or prophecy or teaching?



1 Corinthians 14:1-19

How Will I Benefit You? 



1 Corinthians 14

1 Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and especially 
that you may prophesy. 2 For the person who speaks in 
another tongue is not speaking to people but to God, 
since no one understands him; he speaks mysteries in 
the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, the person who 
prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouragement, and consolation. 4 The person who 
speaks in another tongue builds himself up, but the 
one who prophesies builds up the church. 



1 Corinthians 14

5 I wish all of you spoke in other tongues, but even 
more that you prophesied. The person who prophesies 
is greater than the person who speaks in tongues, 
unless he interprets so that the church may be built up. 

6 So now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you 
speaking in other tongues, how will I benefit you unless 
I speak to you with a revelation or knowledge or 
prophecy or teaching? 



Two gifts contrasted

Tongues
• Not speaking to people

• Speaking in one’s spirit, not with 
one’s mind

• Speaking to God

• Not understandable

• In the spirit

• Builds up himself

Prophecy
• Speaking to people

• For strengthening, 
encouragement, and consolation

• Speaking for God

• Understandable

• Builds up the church



Acts 1.8

But you will receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit has come on you, 
and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the 
earth.”





Acts 2:4-6

Then they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in different tongues, as 
the Spirit enabled them. Now 
there were Jews staying in 
Jerusalem, devout people 
from every nation under 
heaven. When this sound 
occurred, a crowd came 
together and was confused 
because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language. 



Acts 2:8-11

How is it that each of us can 
hear them in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites; those who live in 
Mesopotamia, in Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both 
Jews and converts), Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the magnificent acts of God in 
our own tongues.”



The Gospel is for nearby Jewish converts



Acts 10:18, 34, 35, 44-46

Peter said to them, “You know it’s forbidden for a Jewish man to 
associate with or visit a foreigner, but God has shown me that I must 
not call any person impure or unclean. 

“Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, but in every 
nation the person who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him…”

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down 
on all those who heard the message. The circumcised believers who 
had come with Peter were amazed because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them 
speaking in other tongues and declaring the greatness of God. 



The Gospel is for nearby Gentiles



Acts 19:5-7

When they heard this, they were baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began to speak in other tongues and to prophesy. Now 
there were about twelve men in all.



The Gospel is for everyone



The gift of languages in Acts

• Understandable

• A sign of the spread of the Gospel

• Accompanied with preaching, prophecy, and worship





Two gifts contrasted

Tongues
• Not speaking to people

• Speaking in one’s spirit, not with 
one’s mind

• Speaking to God

• Not understandable

• In the spirit

• Builds up himself

Prophecy
• Speaking to people

• For strengthening, 
encouragement, and consolation

• Speaking for God

• Understandable

• Builds up the church



Three examples of tongues
• The gift in Acts is a sign of the Spread of 

the Gospel. 

• The gift in Corinth is very different from 
the gift in Acts, even if they have the 
same name. 

• Speaking in tongues today is generally 
very different from the gift in Acts

• Emotional 

• Not language as such

• Primarily used in prayer



1 Corinthians 14

1 Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and especially 
that you may prophesy. 2 For the person who speaks in 
another tongue is not speaking to people but to God, 
since no one understands him; he speaks mysteries in 
the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, the person who 
prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouragement, and consolation. 4 The person who 
speaks in another tongue builds himself up, but the 
one who prophesies builds up the church. 



1 Corinthians 14

5 I wish all of you spoke in other tongues, but even 
more that you prophesied. The person who prophesies 
is greater than the person who speaks in tongues, 
unless he interprets so that the church may be built up. 

6 So now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you 
speaking in other tongues, how will I benefit you unless 
I speak to you with a revelation or knowledge or 
prophecy or teaching? 



1 Corinthians 14:7-9

Even lifeless instruments that produce sounds—
whether flute or harp—if they don’t make a 
distinction in the notes, how will what is played 
on the flute or harp be recognized? In fact, if the 
bugle makes an unclear sound, who will prepare 
for battle? In the same way, unless you use your 
tongue for intelligible speech, how will what is 
spoken be known? For you will be speaking into 
the air. 



1 Corinthians 14:10-12

There are doubtless many different kinds of 
languages in the world, none is without 
meaning. Therefore, if I do not know the 
meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner
to the speaker, and the speaker will be a 
foreigner to me. So also you—since you are 
zealous for spiritual gifts, seek to excel in 
building up the church. 

βαρβαρος



1 Corinthians 14:13-15

Therefore the person who speaks in another 
tongue should pray that he can interpret. For if I 
pray in another tongue, my spirit prays, but my 
understanding is unfruitful. What then? I will pray 
with the spirit, and I will also pray with my 
understanding. I will sing praise with the spirit, 
and I will also sing praise with my understanding. 



1 Corinthians 14:16-19

Otherwise, if you praise with the spirit, how will 
the outsider say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, 
since he does not know what you are saying? For 
you may very well be giving thanks, but the other 
person is not being built up. I thank God that I 
speak in other tongues more than all of you; yet 
in the church I would rather speak five words with 
my understanding, in order to teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in another tongue. 



Application

• Peace about “The Tongues Issue”

• A commitment to love each 
other – not myself – in our 
gatherings

• A commitment to excel in 
building up the church with my 
mouth
• Strengthen, encourage, 

console
• Speak with clarity


