Joshua 22

▪ The Reubenites and Gadites had a very large number of

livestock. When they surveyed the lands of Jazer and
Gilead, they saw that the region was a good one for
livestock.

▪ “The territory…is good land for livestock, and your

servants own livestock.” They said, “If we have found favor
with you, let this land be given to your servants as a
possession. Don’t make us cross the Jordan.”

▪ But Moses asked the Gadites and Reubenites, “Should your

brothers go to war while you stay here? Why are you
discouraging the Israelites from crossing into the land the
LORD has given them? That’s what your fathers did when I
sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.”
▪ :And here you, a brood of sinners, stand in your fathers’
place adding even more to the LORD’s burning anger
against Israel.”
▪ “The one who gives an answer before he listens— this is
foolishness and disgrace for him.”

▪ Then they approached him and said, “We want to build sheep pens

here for our livestock and cities for our dependents. But we will arm
ourselves and be ready to go ahead of the Israelites until we have
brought them into their place.

▪ “We will not return to our homes until each of the Israelites has taken

possession of his inheritance. Yet we will not have an inheritance with
them across the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance will be
across the Jordan to the east.”

▪ “Build cities for your dependents and pens for your flocks,

but do what you have promised.”

▪ Moses and Joshua repeatedly remind the Reubenites, Gadites,

and half the tribe of Manasseh of their commitment.
▪ “You have done everything Moses the LORD’s servant
commanded you and have obeyed me in everything I
commanded you. You have not deserted your brothers even
once this whole time but have carried out the requirement of the
command of the LORD your God. Now that he has given your
brothers rest, just as he promised them, return to your homes in
your own land that Moses the LORD’s servant gave you across the
Jordan. Only carefully obey the command and instruction that
Moses the LORD’s servant gave you: to love the LORD your God,
walk in all his ways, keep his commands, be loyal to him, and
serve him with all your heart and all your soul.”

▪ “They left the Israelites at Shiloh… and built a large,

impressive altar.”
▪ Israelites: “Look, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the
tribe of Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of
the land of Canaan at the region of the Jordan, on the
Israelite side.”
▪ When the Israelites heard this, the entire Israelite
community assembled at Shiloh to go to war against
them.
▪ “This is what the LORD’s entire community says….”

▪ “We actually did this from a specific concern that in the future

your descendants might say to our descendants, ‘What
relationship do you have with the LORD, the God of Israel?...
▪ “We thought that if they said this to us or to our generations in
the future, we would reply: Look at the replica of the LORD’s
altar that our fathers made, not for burnt offering or sacrifice,
but as a witness between us and you.
“We would never ever rebel against the LORD or turn away
from him today by building an altar for burnt offering, grain
offering, or sacrifice, other than the altar of the LORD our God,
which is in front of his tabernacle.”

▪ “Today we know that the LORD is among us, because

you have not committed this treachery against him.
As a result, you have rescued the Israelites from the
LORD’s power.”

The Israelites were pleased with the report, and
they blessed God. They spoke no more about going
to war against them to ravage the land where the
Reubenites and Gadites lived.

▪Was it wrong motivations?

▪Was it sin?
▪Assumptions: relationship shortcuts when

we’re too lazy to listen

Seek to
reconcile
(Mat 5:23)

Peacemaking
as the goal

Examine
yourself
(Mat 7:5)

Sons
of
God

QUICK TO LISTEN

SLOW TO SPEAK

SLOW TO ANGER

Humbly receive the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.

DO YOUR
ASSUMPTIONS
NEED TO BE
ALTARED?

▪ Are my motivations tainting

my listening skills?
▪ Do I care enough to listen?
▪ Do I care too much about
speaking?

