
Every Means 

Possible
1 Corinthians 9:1-27



1 Cor 9:15-18

For my part I have used none of these 

rights, nor have I written these things 

that they may be applied in my case. 

For it would be better for me to die than 

for anyone to deprive me of my boast! 

For if I preach the gospel, I have no 

reason to boast, because I am 

compelled to preach—and woe to me 

if I do not preach the gospel! 
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1 Cor 9:15-18

For if I do this willingly, I have a 

reward, but if unwillingly, I am 

entrusted with a commission. What 

then is my reward? To preach the 

gospel and offer it free of charge 

and not make full use of my rights in 

the gospel.
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The authoritative 

declaration of God’s 

word must be 

paramount
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Preaching the Gospel was the one 

area where Paul did not have 

freedom

Preaching the Gospel was Paul’s 

central mission

Preaching the Gospel was worth 

giving up rights

Giving up rights in preaching the 

Gospel allowed Paul to “boast”
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Self-denial allows 

him to boast

He is 
compelled –
forced – to 
preach the 
Gospel, and 
there is no 

boast in being 
forced.

So he preaches 
free of charge

And finds his 
reward in 

giving
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9:19-23

Although I am free from all and not 
anyone’s slave, I have made myself a 
slave to everyone, in order to win more 
people. 

To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win 
Jews; to those under the law, like one 
under the law—though I myself am not 
under the law—to win those under the 
law. To those who are without the law, 
like one without the law—though I am 
not without God’s law but under the 
law of Christ—to win those without the 
law. 
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9:19-23

To the weak I became weak, in 

order to win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people, so 

that I may by every possible means 

save some. Now I do all this because 

of the gospel, so that I may share in 

the blessings. 
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Self-denial allows him to be 

a slave to all
He “became” a Jew

He put himself under the law

He put himself outside the law* 

He became weak
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He became all 

things to all…

To save 

some

Process Goal



9:24-27

Don’t you know that the runners in a 

stadium all race, but only one 

receives the prize? Run in such a 

way to win the prize. Now everyone 

who competes exercises self-control 

in everything. They do it to receive a 

perishable crown, but we an 

imperishable crown. 
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9:24-27

So I do not run like one who runs 

aimlessly or box like one beating the 

air. Instead, I discipline my body and 

bring it under strict control, so that 

after preaching to others, I myself will 

not be disqualified.

12



13



Adopt the same attitude as that of 

Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form 

of God, did not consider equality 

with God as something to be 

exploited. Instead he emptied 

himself by assuming the form of a 

servant, taking on the likeness of 

humanity. 

And when he had come as a man, 

he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death—

even to death on a cross. 
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Therefore, since we also have such a 
large cloud of witnesses surrounding 
us, let us lay aside every hindrance 
and the sin that so easily ensnares us. 
Let us run with endurance the race 
that lies before us, keeping our eyes 
on Jesus, the source and perfecter 
of our faith. 

For the joy that lay before him, he 
endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
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How do I run to win?

Discipline yourself

Remove barriers

Remember the prize
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