
Remain with 
God

1 CORINTHIANS 
7:8-40



God has 
called you:

Fulfill your calling. 

Be satisfied in your calling. 

Be wise in moving to another 
calling. 



7:1-7 Are you married? 

Share in love with 
your own spouse. 



7:8-9 
Are you 
single or 

widowed?

8 I say to the unmarried and to 
widows: It is good for them if 
they remain as I am. 9 But if they 
do not have self-control, they 
should marry, since it is better to 
marry than to burn with desire. 



Single and married

MARRIED? 

Share in love with your own spouse. 

SINGLE?

Don’t get married (unless you can’t 
handle singleness)



7:10-13
Are you 

married? 

10 To the married I give this 
command—not I, but the Lord—a 
wife is not to leave her husband. 
11 But if she does leave, she must 
remain unmarried or be reconciled to 
her husband—and a husband is not to 
divorce his wife. 12 But I (not the 
Lord) say to the rest: If any brother 
has an unbelieving wife and she is 
willing to live with him, he must not 
divorce her. 13 Also, if any woman has 
an unbelieving husband and he is 
willing to live with her, she must not 
divorce her husband. 



Single and married

MARRIED? 

Share in love with your own spouse. 

Stay married

SINGLE?

Don’t get married (unless you can’t 
handle singleness)



7:15-16
Are you 

married?

For the unbelieving husband is made 
holy by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is made holy by the husband. 
Otherwise your children would be 
unclean, but as it is they are holy. 
15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let 
him leave. A brother or a sister is not 
bound in such cases. God has called 
you to live in peace. 16 Wife, for all 
you know, you might save your 
husband. Husband, for all you know, 
you might save your wife. 



Single and married

MARRIED? 

Share in love with your own spouse. 

Stay married

Sanctify your spouse

Sanctify your children

SINGLE?

Don’t get married (unless you can’t 
handle singleness)



Let each one live his 
life in the situation 
the Lord assigned 
when God called him.
7:17



7:18-24
Remain 

with God

Circumcision does not matter and 
uncircumcision does not matter. Keeping 
God’s commands is what matters. Let 
each of you remain in the situation in 
which he was called.

… 

He who is called by the Lord as a slave is 
the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is 
called as a free man is Christ’s slave. You 
were bought at a price; do not become 
slaves of people. Brothers and sisters, 
each person is to remain with God in the 
situation in which he was called.



Recap (25-28)
This all applies to marriage and singleness, too: 

Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you 
released from a wife? Do not seek a wife. However, if you do get 
married, you have not sinned… 

Why? 

But such people will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to 
spare you. 



“I want you to 
be without 
concerns.” 

PAUL USES 
PRACTICAL 

WISDOM TO 
PROVIDE 

COUNSEL ON 
THE 

QUESTION OF 
MARRIAGE. 



Why should you stay single? 
• Because God has called you as a single. 

•To avoid “trouble in the flesh.” 
• The present distress.

• The time is short – the time is limited. The world in its current form is 
passing away. 

•To serve the Lord without distraction





Two more 
examples

The fiancé and his virgin: 
Marry, if that is best for 
you!

The widow: 
Remarry, if that is best for 
you!



Single and married

MARRIED? 

Share in love with your own spouse. 

Stay married

Sanctify your spouse

Sanctify your children

Serve your spouse

SINGLE?

Don’t get married (unless you can’t 
handle singleness)

Serve the Lord with a single mind

Behave honorably

Marry only in the Lord



What can we learn? 
Fulfill your calling. 

Be satisfied in your calling. 

Be wise in moving to another calling. 


