
Last time…
(1 Corinthians 1:10-
4:22)

Build on Jesus

Don’t fight with fellow builders – you 
have one foundation. 

Build with good materials.



Paul’s purpose 
for writing: 

I have applied these things to 
myself and Apollos for your 

benefit, so that you may learn 
from us…

1 Cor 4:6



A Spectacle to the 
World
1 Corinthians 1:18-4:13



The Nature 
of the cross:
( 1:18-25)

Foolishness

A stumbling block

Weakness

Those who are 
being saved

Wisdom

Power of 
God/Salvation

Strength

Those who are 
perishing:



Takeaways

1. Perspective: The world does not 
see the cross as it truly is

2. Process: Salvation and 
condemnation are not yet 
complete

3. Purpose: The nature of this
message is designed to bring
glory to God



The Nature 
of Christ’s 
followers:
( 1:26-31)

Not wise, powerful, or of noble birth

Despised

Because of him – wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, redemption

 Bring to nothing those who are 
something

Nothing to boast about



Takeaways

1. Perspective: The world does not see 
us – Christ’s followers – as we truly 
are.

2. Process: Our “bringing to nothing” 
and our “righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption” are 
not yet complete.

3. Purpose: The nature of God’s calling 
on us is designed to bring glory to God



The Nature 
of Paul’s 
work:
( 2:1-16)

Not with brilliance of speech or 
persuasive words

 In weakness, fear and much trembling

Knowing only Christ crucified

A demonstration of the Spirit’s power



1 
Thessalonians 

1:4-9

For we know, brothers and sisters loved 
by God, that he has chosen you, because 
our gospel did not come to you in word 
only, but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, 
and with full assurance. 

You know how we lived among you for 
your benefit, and you yourselves became 
imitators of us and of the Lord when, in 
spite of severe persecution, you welcomed 
the message with joy from the Holy Spirit. 



1 
Thessalonians 

1:4-9

As a result, you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. For 
the word of the Lord rang out from you, 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 
every place that your faith in God has gone 
out. 

Therefore, we don’t need to say anything, 
for they themselves report what kind of 
reception we had from you: how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God



Takeaways

1. Purpose: The nature of Paul’s work is
designed to bring glory to God

2. Process: The mystery that Paul brings 
is being revealed now

3. Perspective: The world does not see 
Paul’s message – Christ himself – as it 
truly is. 



“I have applied these things to 
myself and Apollos for your 
benefit, so that you may learn 
from us…”

Paul’s Application
4:1-13



Perspective

 Paul is only a servant and steward

 He is seen as a man on death row

“It is of little importance to me that I 
should be judged by you or any 
human court. In fact, I don’t even 
judge myself.” (4:3)



Process

 His ministry is not yet complete.

 The intentions of the heart are not yet revealed. 

 God is the one who will reveal all.

“Don’t judge anything prematurely.” 



Purpose

 “We are fools for Christ”

 “A manager of the mysteries of God”

“Praise will come to each one from 
God.” 



My application

 If the world’s perspective is unreliable and opposed to God’s, I will 
not base my worth or behavior on it.  

 If the only judgement that matters is of a process not yet 
complete, I will not judge myself based on a moment. 

 If I was chosen for his purposes, not my merit, then I will live for 
his purposes.


